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We ride down the highway and Lynn will 
exclaim, “There goes the new Ford Focus 
232 or Cadillac Escapade 190” or 
whatever.  Do you get the impression that 
I know little to nothing about car models – 
nor do I care?  You are correct on both counts.  As long as it starts and gets me to my destination, I’m happy. 
  
In 2001, I was driving a Ford Taurus that was a few years old; maybe quite a few, although I don’t recall what 
the mileage was.  I picked up a prescription at the pharmacy and had the car in neutral as I drifted down the 
steep parking lot hill.  As I got to the main road, I realized that if I hurried a bit, I could comfortably get on the 
main road ahead of on-coming traffic.  So I dropped it into drive and that wasn’t too smart.  There was some kind 
of alarming THUMP! 
 

As the days drifted by, the car’s condition worsened considerably.  It got to the point where I did my utmost to avoid stopping whenever 
possible because it invariably conked out and I would have to grind and grind until it THUMPED and started.  You’re right – it was the 
transmission and it was dangerous. 
 
Eventually Lynn refused to even ride in the “Taurus” (by the way that is the second sign of the Zodiac and it means BULL).  Have YOU ever 
tried to ride one of those mechanical BULLS?  All I had to do was ride in my car.  Every trip was a thrill and I didn’t even have to pay 
anyone for a ticket. 
 
     Fall faded to Thanksgiving and Christmas eve arrived.  Mr. J was still driving, or maybe I should say suffering behind the steering wheel 
of that Taurus.  I was determined to get it to 100,000 miles and I only had about 3,000 to go.  Christmas eve morning about 10 am, we were 
simply luxuriating on our day off, having a second cup of coffee and reading the newspaper -  when there was a knock at the door.  The D1, 
2011s, especially Gil Kuta, can tell you that a while back I confided in them that the standard uniform at the Jeppis on a non-work day, is 
PJs, bathrobe and moccasins.  Attired thus and uttering Christmas oaths, I shuffled to the door. 
 
     There stood a youngish man in casual clothes, smiling.  Lynn called to me from upstairs that she was expecting him, so I opened the door, 
managing an insincere smile.  I figured she had made an Amway purchase of Christmas gifts for the family.  (His visit did involve a gift, but 
one that was a tad more costly than anything Amway sells.)   Lynn bounded down the stairs and greeted Tex or Homer or Farquar or 
whatever his name was and intro’d me to him.  “Let’s go back to the garage.  We’ll need your help,”  she told me.  “Oh baby.  I’m in 
trouble,” I mused.  “It’s going to be a new bookcase  or bed or TV or …..” 
 
      Wrong again Dick Tracy.  What to my wondering eyes should appear, but a miniature … , make that a full sized silver SUV 2002 Toyota 
Highlander, with a huge red bow.  After clutching my chest, swallowing hard, choking and emitting a Cheerios belch, I stammered, 
“$@#$#%&*^%$#@* !”  - that’s Merry Christmas in Italian.  I just couldn’t believe it.  My daughter Ann Marie once proposed a toast to 
Lynn at her birthday party by announcing, “To the most caring person I have ever known!”  And she was right on the money.   
 
      Over the years Lynn has amazed all of us time and time again with her extremely thoughtful birthday, Easter, and certainly Christmas 
gifts.  They are always purchased to fill the specific need or fancy of each recipient.  None of us have been able to determine how anyone 
could manage this labor of love so precisely and never miss on her choice of gifts.  She sure hit it with the Toyota.  This year “Hi-Ho Silver” 
will turn 10 and has 103,000 miles.  It really is the best car I’ve ever owned, dents and all.  Dents!  Yes!  My grandchildren always say they 
know it‘s my car because of the dents.  Truth be known, I’ve never been able to judge distances when backing up the Toyota.  At my age, I 
can’t turn my head like I used to be able to do.  So I use the rear and side view mirrors instead.   When I was young I had the head and neck 
of an owl – you know – a 360 degree capability. 
 
      My daughter was 100% right, “Mom is the most caring person I have ever known!”   Her purchase may well have saved a life or two. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

John Jeppi and FAMILY 
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Amount in Treasury: 
 
Balance as of September 1, 2011:     $5,857.22 
+Deposits:   (AA Donations)        + .00 
-Bank Fees:    -        8.00 
-Expenses: (Fall Bengal Bulletin)       -  $250.00 
Balance as of December 1, 2011:     $5,599.22 
  
Colin Lewis’73 
Business Manager 
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